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   Remember that you are dust, 
and to dust you shall return. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We welcome you to the worship of this community of faith.  As we sing, pray 
and study God’s word together may we strengthen each other’s faith in the 
saving power of Jesus Christ.  It is difficult to be a Christian by yourself! 
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Be sure your cell phone is  
turned off during services….  

Unless you are expecting a call from GOD! 
 

 
 

Hearing assist devices are available at the sound booth.  The wheel at the top 
adjusts the volume.  When turned on, the light on top should be green.  If it is 
red, please place the device in the basket on the counter in the sound booth 
and take another.   Thank you! 

 

 

 

We prepare to Worship 
 
 
 

There is no Prelude on this solemn day.  
 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
Lent begins with a solemn call to fasting and repentance as we begin our 
journey to the baptismal waters of Easter. As we hear in today's readings, 
now is the acceptable time to return to the Lord. During Lent the people of 
God will reflect on the meaning of their baptism into Christ's death and 
resurrection. The sign of ashes suggests our human mortality and frailty. 
What seems like an ending is really an invitation to make each day a new 
beginning, in which we are washed in God's mercy and forgiveness. With 
the cross on our brow, we long for the spiritual renewal that flows from the 
springtime Easter feast to come. 
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CALL TO WORSHIP  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C Amen.  

P Return to the Lord your God. 

C Christ crucified, I come. 

P Behold his miracle of mercy. 

C Christ crucified, I come. 

P Receive his gift of grace. 

C Christ crucified, I come. 

P Abide in his steadfast love. 

C Christ crucified, I come. 

 P Rest in his unfailing faithfulness.  

C Christ crucified, I come. 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P  “Yet even now,” declares the Lord, “return to me with all your heart, with 
fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; and rend your hearts and not 
your garments”. As our Lord summons us to return to him with repentant 
hearts, we confess our sins and sorrow over them. 

C Almighty God, we are unclean before you. We are marred and marked 
by the filth of sin. We have turned away from you by disobeying your 
commandments. We have rebelled against you by seeking our own way 
rather than following your will. Forgive us. 
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P We cry out to you for mercy. 

C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

(Please silently reflect on the fact that though our sin is great, God’s mercy 
is greater.) 

P Hear the good news! God’s Word declares that “he is gracious and 
merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love”. In the mercy of 
Almighty God, his Son Jesus was given to die for you to remove the stain 
of your sin. For Christ’s sake God forgives you all your sin and renews a 
right spirit within you. His mercy endures forever because his love for you 
is steadfast. 

C Amen. 

 
IMPOSITION OF ASHES 
 
When ashes are to be imposed, those who desire to receive ashes come 
forward.  The ministers apply ashes to the forehead of each person with the 
words: 
 Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 
 
After all who desire ashes have received them, the minister leads the 
congregation in the conclusion of the confession. 
 
P God is gracious and pardons all our shortcomings. May the giver of life 

forgive us our sins and restore us to the joy of discipleship and service, 

for the sake of Jesus our faithful Lord.  

C  Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
C Holy God, Our humanity is ever present to us on this somber day. 

May we follow you closely in this walk towards Jerusalem and learn 
from the faithfulness of Jesus our savior. Amen. 

  
 
FIRST LESSON:  Joel 2: 12-18 
 
12 Yet even now, says the LORD, 
    return to me with all your heart, 
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 
13 

    rend your hearts and not your clothing. 
Return to the LORD, your God, 
    for he is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, 
    and relents from punishing. 
14 Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, 
    and leave a blessing behind him, 
a grain offering and a drink offering 
    for the LORD, your God? 
15 Blow the trumpet in Zion; 
    sanctify a fast; 
call a solemn assembly; 
16 

    gather the people. 
Sanctify the congregation; 
    assemble the aged; 
gather the children, 
    even infants at the breast. 
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Let the bridegroom leave his room, 
    and the bride her canopy. 
17 Between the vestibule and the altar 
    let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep. 
Let them say, “Spare your people, O LORD, 
    and do not make your heritage a mockery, 
    a byword among the nations. 
Why should it be said among the peoples, 
    ‘Where is their God?’” 
18 Then the LORD became jealous for his land, 
    and had pity on his people. 

R  The word of the Lord                                                                                      
C Thanks be to God 

 
SECOND LESSON:  1 JOHN 1: 8-9 
 
8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us. 9 If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins 
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

R  The word of the Lord                                                                                      
C Thanks be to God 
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GOSPEL: Matthew 6: 16-18 
 

16 “And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they 
disfigure their faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell 
you, they have received their reward. 17 But when you fast, put oil on your 
head and wash your face, 18 so that your fasting may be seen not by others 
but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will 
reward you.[a] 

 
P The words of Jesus 
C Rejoice and be glad, because great is our reward in heaven.  
 
 
THE TEACHING  “Mercy in Ashes”     Jerry Randby 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+6%3A+16-18&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23301a
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HYMN OF THE DAY      “O Lord, throughout These Forty Days” ELW 319 
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THE PRAYERS 
 
P We pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

P We all allow worries and distractions to consume us from time to time. 

Keep us focused on you and teach us to trust that we will be led, step by 

step, through all adversity and challenge. Faithful God, 

C Hear our prayer. 

P May the reminder of our human limitations humble us but not drive us 

to despair. May the frailty of this existence compel us to live each day 

that we are given to the fullest. Faithful God, 

C Hear our prayer. 

P There is now no turning back the clock on the state to which we’ve 

brought this earth through our negligence and lack of imagination. But 

lead us to explore and discover new pathways to restoration and 

preservation of what remains, for the sake of creation and our future 

existence within it. Faithful God, 

C Hear our prayer. 

P Forgive us when we don’t make time for those who truly need us, O 

Lord, and turn us away from our trivial concerns and towards the world 

around us. Bless all those in need of your healing. Faithful God, 

C Hear our prayer. 
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P All the saints who have gone before us now rest in your eternal glory. 

Make us worthy to join them on that day when we are called to our 

heavenly home. Faithful God, 

C Hear our prayer. 

P You hear all your children’s prayers and gather the lost into your loving 

arms. Teach us to put our trust in you, and in our Lord and savior Jesus 

Christ. Amen. 

 
THE NICENE CREED 
 
We believe in one God, 
       the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
          of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
          the only Son of God, 
          eternally begotten of the Father, 
          God from God, Light from Light, 
          true God from true God, 
          begotten, not made, 
          of one Being with the Father. 
          Through him all things were made. 
          For us and for our salvation 
          he came down from heaven; 
          by the power of the Holy Spirit 
          he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 
          and was made man. 
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    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
          he suffered death and was buried. 
     
On the third day he rose again 
          in accordance with the Scriptures; 
          he ascended into heaven 
          and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
     He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
          and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

     

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
          who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
          With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
          He has spoken through the prophets. 
          We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
          We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
          We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
          and the life of the world to come. Amen 
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THE OFFERING (will be received in the offering plates at each door)  
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 
C God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with  

words of grace and life.  Bless us and these your gifts, which we   
receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.   
Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
P There is work to be done, but first we stop and eat.  Let us now 

prepare to receive the blessing of our Lord’s blood and body, which 
will be for us strength before the journey, and nourishment alongside 
our fellow travelers.  Come to the table. 

 
C Amen. 
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HYMNS DURING COMMUNION   
“Lamb of God”     ELW 336 
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“When I survey the Wondrous Cross”  ELW 803 
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“Faith of our Fathers”    ELW 812 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 
C God of our pilgrimage, in this meal you nourish us with the gifts of 

faith and hope.  Sustain us on our journey that, refreshed by your 
grace, we may reach the promised land, the Easter feast of victory 
in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

 
 BENEDICTION 
 
P The blessing of God’s eternal love, the courage to follow the way of 

the cross, and the guidance of the Spirit in the desert places of the 
world, + be among you and remain with you forever.   

 
C Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN “O God of Mercy, God of Light”  ELW 714 Verses 1-4 only 

 
SILENT PRAYER 
 

No Postlude on this Solemn Day 
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THE INVITATION TO COMMUNE is extended to all who believe in Jesus 
Christ as their Lord and Savior.  Please sign the attendance slip found in the 
pew box and put it in the offering plate during the offering.  Children are 
invited to come forward for a blessing. 
Our midweek services for the next five Wednesday’s will be at 6:00 p.m.  
 
Holy Week Schedule: 
April 10 Palm Sunday   7:45am & 9:30am  
April 14 Maundy Thursday Service  6:00 p.m.  

April 15    Good Friday Service   6:00 p.m. 

April 17 Easter Sunday    7:00am & 9:30am  

  Easter Breakfast is served at 8:00 a.m. 
 
TODAYS WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS: 
 
Usher:     Greeter/Communion:   Reader:   

 
 From Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2008 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26302. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 

United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted from Lutheran Book of Worship, copyright 1978 or reprinted from Service book and Hymnal, copyright 1958.  Used by 

permission of Augsburg Fortress license #11751-L. 
Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright 2006 Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license 

#11752-E. 

Cover page – Reprinted from Icon Two:  Visual Images for Every Sunday, copyright 2004 Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission. 
Now the Feast of Celebration used by permission.  © Copyright 1990 by GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.  

International Copyright Secured.  All Rights Reserved. Printed in U.S.A.  Copyright 2008 
Blue Letter Bible. "Genesis 1 - Revised Standard Version." Blue Letter Bible. 1996-2009. 6 Jan 2009 
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What about Ash Wednesday? 
 

Do you know the symbolism of Ash Wednesday? 
 

From ancient times, ashes have been used as a symbol of mourning, 
penitence, grief and humiliation.  In His pain and sorrow, Job “sat among 
the ashes” (Job 2:8).  The Old Testament book of Numbers and the New 
Testament book of Hebrews indicate that ashes were also used for 
purification (see Numbers 19:17 and Hebrews 9:13). 

 

Christians have had an old tradition of using ashes made from the palm 
branches used on the last Palm Sunday.  Priests and Ministers have 
often used the ashes to make the sign of the cross on a believer’s 
forehead as part of the Ash Wednesday ceremony. 

 

The ashes symbolize the Christian’s intent to repent of sins, to accept 
purification from the Lord, and to make a public witness of one’s faith in 
Christ as Lord and Savior.  

 

Since Ash Wednesday is the beginning of Lent, the ashes symbolize one’s 
intention to deepen his or her spiritual life.  Lent is a time for spiritual 
renewal and growth in dedication and service.   

 

We urge your attendance and encourage you to invite a friend to come 
with you. 
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 Announcements 
 

We welcome back Pr. Jack Williams and thank him for helping with our service today,  
Pr. Timm is with Erik in Phoenix, he had a sedated dental procedure today.  

THIS WEEK!- It’s that time again, we will be having pictures taken for the Pictorial 
directories starting today Wednesday, March 2nd through Saturday the 5th.  If you have 
not yet made an appointment, please see someone after worship to get that taken care 
of.  There are very few spots left.   

Soup Suppers- Soup Suppers will start on Wednesday March 9th at 4:30pm, and 
continue each week throughout the Lenten Season.  

BOOK SALE-  Our 2nd Annual Booksale will take place next week, Friday March 11, from 
8am to 2pm and Saturday March 12th from 10am to 2pm.   If you are available to help 
setup on Thursday;  work on Friday and/or Saturday; Help clean up on Saturday, please 
contact Diane Lee or the church office.   

Concert Opportunity- Sunday March 6th at 3pm Dave Anderson and Roger Walck from 
Shepherds Canyon.  

Men’s Breakfast-  Join us next Saturday March 5th at 8 am at Daybreakers.   

1st Sunday of the month happenings- next Sunday March 6th- Potluck after the 9:30 
service and Food collection at all services.  Please fill out the form in the bulletin.  

Yard Sale- Yard Sale wrap up meeting will be on Tuesday March 8th at 11am in the 
Fellowship Hall.  

WELCA-  invites all women to the March 12th Cactus Conference at Spirit of Grace 
Lutheran Church in Surprise, from 9-2:15. Keynote speaker is Cyndy Warnier, familiar to 
us from VBS.  Sign-up sheets in the Narthex include indicators as to who may drive a car 
pool. 
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GLORIA DE CRISTO LUTHERAN CHURCH 
11273 E. 40th Street 

Yuma, AZ   85367 
 

Phone:(928) 342-6002  Fax (928) 342-7613 
 

Website: www.gloriadecristo.com 
 

Pastor:  William Timm  

Organist & Choir Director:  Shirley Ehler   

Pianists:  Jean Abel, Sue Bridie, Marie Ritten 
Bells of Glory:  Kay Lee Grunst   

Acolytes:  Aiden Harwood, Logan, Luke, & Oakley Johnson                                          

ChristCare Equippers:  
      Pastor Timm   
ChristCare Group Leaders: 
       Doreen Caldwell, Cheryl Preul & Bev Gedde 
Divorce Care Group Leaders: 
         Roger & Jackie Tracey  
GriefShare Group Leaders: 
          Ted & Niki Duffy 
          Mary Marsh 
          Mike Rosenberg 
Stephen Ministry Leaders:   
 Michelle Cegon   
 Pastor Timm   
 Jim & Sherrie Wehrer 
 

Office Staff:   
 Kate Harwood, Secretary  
 Brennen Harwood, A/V Technician 
 CPA Financial Advantage, Payroll   
 

Please make a right turn out of the driveway onto 40th 
Street!  Left turns will hold up traffic and cause people to 
lose any religious good that happened in the last hour!     


